
April’s Mission Moments 
The Mwanza Mission Area in Malawi

Malawi is a small (slightly smaller than Pennsylvania) landlocked country in Southeast 
Africa, with a population of approximately 16.4 million people of diverse ethnic 
groupings and languages.  It is bordered by Zambia to its west, Tanzania to its north, 
and Mozambique to the east and south, and features a landscape of rolling plains, 
some mountains, rivers, and the very large Lake Malawi which covers 25% of the 
country.  More than 80% of the population is Christian and about 18% of the population 
is Muslim with the remainder of the population following indigenous beliefs and other 
religions.

Malawi is one of the world’s poorest countries with an economy based upon agriculture. 
Frequent cycles of drought and severe flooding often disrupt their agricultural efforts 
and lead to widespread famine and disease among the people.  Infant mortality is very 
high with malaria being a leading cause of death for children younger than 5 years.  The 
ELCA recently celebrated a significant milestone in reaching a five-year goal of raising 
$15 million for the ELCA Malaria Campaign, and HOPE has been an active participant 
in these efforts raising money for malaria nets, health care services, and education in 
Malawi related to malaria prevention.

HOPE has been a companion congregation to the Mwanza Mission Area in Malawi for 
several years, yet we know very little specific information about the people of this parish 
and their lives, their needs, and their hopes.  In an effort to find out more about our 
sisters and brothers of the Mwanza Mission Area, a letter was recently composed and 
emailed to Rev. John Sutherland (Assistant to the Bishop of the NW Synod of 
Wisconsin) who has forwarded it to his colleague, Mphatso Thole in Malawi.  Mphatso 
will then pass along the information in our letter by telephone to the pastor of our 
companion congregation.  Very few of the parishes have email or even paper to use for 
communicating back to us.  Hopefully their pastor will be able to share some information 
about his parish with us via Mphatso Thole and we will then start to learn about the 
Mwanza Mission Area’s activities, needs, and hopes, and how we can respond as their 
companion congregation. The letter that was sent to Rev. Sutherland is included at the 
end of this “Mission Moment”.

In the meantime, we hold them in our prayers.  Some suggestions for specifics to pray 
for are:

*  The ELCA Church in Malawi and its missions established there.
*  Current needs - resiliency in times of flood, drought, disease and poverty;   
    improved health care, clean water, reduced crime
*  Our connection with our companion congregation - improved communication 
    and patience with the process in place
*  Open hearts and minds - a desire to learn more about our Malawi friends, 
    guidance in building bridges and embracing differences and diversity



April 13, 2016

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Mwanza Mission Area of Malawi,

We are the people of HOPE Lutheran Church in River Falls, Wisconsin, USA, and we 
are your Companion Congregation of the ELCA.  We have been connected to you 
through this program for several years, but have not known very much about your 
congregation during this time, although we pray for you frequently.  We would like to 
know more about you, and for you to know more about us.  We hope that this letter can 
be the beginning of a deeper relationship between our two congregations.  

Let us start by telling you a little bit about us.  We are a relatively small congregation 
(213 members) in a community of about 15,000 people in the State of Wisconsin, which 
is located in the northern mid-west of the United States. Our pastor, Sandy Johnson, 
came to us about 5 years ago and is a wonderful woman who is dedicated to leading 
and guiding us on our faith journey.  There is a small university in our town and many 
people who live here and are part of HOPE Lutheran Church work and teach at the 
university, or at other local schools. Our congregation also includes small business 
owners and operators, doctors and nurses, construction workers, farmers, and people 
who drive to jobs in the much larger cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota, a 
neighboring state. 

Our most exciting news as a congregation is that we have recently moved into our own 
church building.  We had our first Sunday worship service on March 6 and celebrated 
Easter with our largest attendance ever for a HOPE worship service.  We feel truly 
blessed to have our own church to call home for the first time since our beginning as a 
congregation, 10 years ago.  As parishioners, we have been helping to save on the 
costs of this new building by painting and completing some other types of inside work. 
We also had a very generous donation of all types of church furniture, kitchen supplies, 
an altar, and other worship supplies from a Lutheran church in Minnesota that had to 
close its doors after 135 years because too many people have moved away from that 
area.  We are happy that their church will continue to live on in ours for many years to 
come.

As we move forward toward our new beginning in our new church home, we are hoping 
that we can also move forward with our relationship with you.  We continue to pray for 
you, and we also hope that you will share with us a little bit about the people of your 
church and what specific needs you have that we might be able to help you with - either 
through prayer, or some type of action if possible. We know you have struggled with 
drought, famine, and floods and the hunger and disease problems that accompany 
these disasters, and we pray for your strength and determination as a people united in 
faith, that you will soon find relief.  We hope that as we get to know more about your 
Mwanza Mission Area parish, we can walk more closely with you through times of 
hardship and times of blessings, and you with us, as we support each other as 
companions do.



Let us share HOPE Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement with you. This is something 
we say together every Sunday as we begin to worship.  

“HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves.  We walk together in 
faith, treasuring all people and sharing with them the love, hope, and acceptance 
that is in Christ”.

We look forward with hope that you will be able to share news with us in the upcoming 
weeks and months so that we might journey forward with you as well.

Your Companions in Faith,

HOPE Lutheran Church


